NEWS

New Hardy Forsythia for the Northern
Plains

The Department of Horticulture and
Forestry, Agricultural Experiment Station,
North Dakota State University, Fargo, and
the Department of Horticulture and Fores-
try, Agricultural Experiment Station, South
Dakota State University, Brookings, in col-
laboration with the Arnold Arboretum,
Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts, recently an-
nounced the pending naming and release in
1985 of a new hybrid forsythia selection that
is hardy in the northern plains, where for-
sythias were previously nonadapted.

In the northern plains most commercially
available forsythia species and cultivars
flower reliably only on branches below the
snowline. When flowers are produced above
the snowline, their numbers are usually so
sparse that the inherent floriferous qualities
of forsythia species and cultivars are largely
lost. The new forsythia is a shrub with
superior flower-bud hardiness and showy
spring flowers. Flower buds have shown
hardiness at temperatures of —35°F, and the
plant is therefore recommended throughout
zone 3 of both the USDA or Arnold Ar-
boretum plant-hardiness maps. The selec-
tion merits trial farther north in zone 2b as
well.

The plant originated via the breeding work
of Karl Sax, Ph.D., and cytologist Haig Der-
man at the Arnold Arboretum. It resulted
from a cross of Forsythia ovata (early for-
sythia) and F. europaea {Albanian forsythia).
Harrison Flint, Ph.D., while working at the
Arnold Arboretum, observed a plant from

this population in full bloom after the un-
usually cold 196667 winter, while a mass
planting of F. X intermedia ‘Spectabilis’ sur-
rounding the new hybrid was nearly devoid
of flowers. Similar performance has been
noted in trials in the northern plains.

The forsythia will be officially registered
and named in early 1984, and first sale or
general distribution to the public will begin
in spring 1985. Dormant hardwood cuttings
and one-year liners will be available to
commercial propagators from January to
April 1984. At that time written requests for
materials can be sent to Dale E. Herman,
Ph.D., Department of Horticulture and
Forestry, North Dakota State University,
Fargo, ND 58105.

American Conifer Society

A new, nonprofit society has been created
for the development, preservation, and prop-
agation of conifers, education of the public,
and clarification of conifer nomenclature,
with an emphasis on conifers that are dwarf
and unusual. A quarterly publication will be
circulated, and an annual meeting of the
general membership will be held.

For membership information contact the
secretary, Jean Iseli, 15241 SE Tickle Creek
Road, Boring, OR 97009, or the president,
Robert Fincham, 425 N 5th Street,
Lehighton, PA 18235.

Notice to Readers

It has been reported to us by Joseph A.
Witt, research professor at the Center for
Urban Horticulture at the University of Wash-
ington, that the Clearwater River stand of
Cornus nuttallii in northern Idaho, described



by Robert Nicholson in the fall 1982 issue of
Arnoldia, was badly infested with a Cornus
anthracnose when Witt visited the site in
1980.

The disease appears to be a new fungus
taxon, and preliminary reports indicate
that it is widespread throughout the range
of Cornus nuttallii. It can be transmitted
by both seedlings and seed, and itora
similar species of anthracnose may also
infect C. florida and C. kousa.

Anyone in receipt of seedlings or seed of
the Clearwater stand should be aware of
the disease potential and dispose of in-
fested plants by burning. Presence of the
disease is indicated by brown necrotic
areas centering around leaf veins, and oc-
casionally on the petioles, causing partial
or complete defoliation.

BOOKS

The New York Botanical Garden Illustrated
Encyclopedia of Horticulture, by Thomas H.
Everett. New York and London: Garland
Publishing. 10 vols. $525.

RICHARD A. HOWARD

The first volume of this splendid work ap-
peared in 1980, and the 10th and last in
1982, Three million words, 3596 numbered
pages, 10,000 photographs — about 800 in
color — 20,000 species, 3600 genera, and
2500 cross-referenced items comprise the
work, for which the deserved superlatives
have been used in other reviews. Each vol-
ume contains the same foreword by the late
John M. Fogg, Jr., a preface, acknowl-
edgments, data on how to use the work, and
a “General Subjects’’ heading. These are
worthy of close examination, for the au-
thor’s stated philosophy in compiling the
book is closely followed throughout the vol-
umes. All entries, from “Aaron’s Beard”
{Hypericum calycinum) to Zygopetalum
(with six species and one hybrid described)
are arranged alphabetically. Most entries
deal with genera. Bigeneric hybrids and
chimeras are treated as binomials; thus
there are seven bi- or trigeneric named hy-
brids involving Brassavola, and
Crataegomespilus is differentiated from
Crataemespilus.

For the plant families listed, data are in-
cluded on their distribution, size, and
characteristics, as well as a list of the genera
included in this work, inviting further delv-
ing. A comparable list of species may ac-
company some generic treatments, e.g.,
Rhododendron, but one must also check



