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WOODY PLANTS USED IN COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG

THE grace and charm of colonial Williamsburg is being forcibly brought hometo an ever-increasing horde of visitors each year. The painstaking care with
which this former Virginia capital is being restored is something for which all
Americans can be justly proud, for here one is able to visualize the kind of life
led by the people who lived here over two hundred years ago. The restoration
is not completed, for ambitious building and excavation programs are being exe-
cuted each year. The restoration appeals to different people in different ways.
Volumes have been written about the architecture of the times, about the furnish-

ings in the buildings and the mode of life. To many who are interested in gar-
dening, it is the gardens and plants that are of special interest.

Williamsburg was the capital of the Virginia colony from 1699 to 1780. Here
the governor and other representatives of the king lived and entertained. The
restless fighting of the earliest adventurers to Virginia’s coast had gradually
stopped, so that prior to 1750, people were becoming increasingly interested in

living leisurely, in becoming comfortable, in making and caring for small but
beautiful gardens. Of course, many native plants of the southeastern United
States were known to these people and used by them in garden making. Also,
many plants had been brought over from Europe during the years of sailing across
the ocean, so that by 1750 quite a few woody plants common in European gar-
dens had reached America and were well established.

The stories of the introductions of certain types of European plants brought to
America by the earlier settlers would prove most interesting. Many plants un-
doubtedly were brought over as seeds, for as such they were easily transported.
The horse chestnut, lilac, roses, mountain ash, yew and linden could all have

been in this group. Many herbs and annual flowers were available and even bulbs
such as tulips, narcissus and hyacinths were grown. In a recent list of 265 plants
grown in 1700, only R? were not listed in the current issue of the "Plant Buyers
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Guide," showing that the plants used in those times were good selections-

sufficiently so to be popular during the ensuing two centuries. The following list
is of some of the woody plants used by the early Virginia settlers in making their

gardens prior to 1750.

*Acer platanoides
rubrum

saccharinum

saccharum

’~Aesculus hippocastanum
* Ailanthus altissima
Amelanchier canadensis

Amorpha fruticosa
Aronia arbutitolia

Asimina triloba

Baccharis lralimifolia

*Berberis vulgaris
Betula lenta

lutea

papyrifera
Bignonia capreolata

*Broussonetia papyrifera
*Buxus sempervirens
* suffruticosa

Callicarpa americana
*Calluna vulgaris
Calycanthus floridus

Campsis radicans

Carpinus caroliniana
* betulus

Carya illinoensis
ovata

Catalpa bignonioides
*Cedrus libani
Celastrus scandens

Celtis occidentalis

Cercis canadensis

Chionanthus virginicus
Cladrastis lutea

Clematis virginiana
Clethra alnifolia

Colutea arborescens

Cornus florida a

*Cornus mas ’

*Cotinus coggygria
Crataegus phaenopyrum
*Daphne cneorum
* 

mezereum

Diospyros virginiana
*Elaeagnus angustifolia
Euonymus americanus

* 
europaeus

Fagus grandifolia
* sylvatica
*Ficus carica

Fothergilla sp.
Fraxinus americana a

* excelsior

Gleditsia triacanthos

Gymnocladus dioica
Halesia carolina

Hamamelis virginiana
*Hedera helix
*Hibiscus syriacus
Hydrangea arborescens

*Hypericum calycinum
*Ilex aquifolium

cassine

glabra
opaca

verticillata

*Jasminum officinale
Juglans cinerea

nigra
Juniperus mrginiana
Kalmia latifolia

*Laburnum vulgare

* Exotic plant materials brought over by earlier settlers from Europe.
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*Lavandula officinalis
*Laurus nobilis

*Ligustrum vulgare
Lindera benzoin

Liquidambar styraciflua
Liriodendron tulipifera
Lonicera sempervirens

* tatarica

*Lvcium hahmifolium
Magnolia grandiflora

macrophylla
virginiana

*Malus sylvestris
*Dlelia azedarach
*Morus alba

Myrica cerifera
Nyssa sylvatica
Parthenocissus quinquefolia

*Philadelphus coronarius
*Picea abies
Pinus taeda

virginiana
Platanus occidentalis

*Populus alba
* nigra
*Prunus avium
* laurocerasus
* persica
*Punica granatum
*Pyrus communis
Quercus alba

coccinea

marilandica

nigra
phellos
velutina

virginiana
Rhamnus cathartica

Rhododendron arborescens

Rhododendron calendulaceum

carolinianum

nud~florum

Rhus aromatica

typhina
Robinia hispida

pseudoacacia
Rosa alba

carolina
* centifolia
* damascena
* eglanteria
* gallica
* laevigata
* spinosissima
* virginiana
*Salix babylonica
Sambucus canadensis

Sassafras albidum

Sorbus americana
* aucuparia
Spiraea tomentosa
Stewartia malacodendron

Symphoricarpos albus
*Syringa vulgaris
*Taxus baccata
Thuja occidentalis
Tilia americana

* vulgaris
Tsuga canadensis
Ulmus americana

* 
procera

Vaccinium corymbosum
Viburnum prunifolium

trilobum

Vinca minor

Vitis labrusca

Wisteria frutescens
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