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CRAB APPLES FOR ORNAMENTAL FRUITS

THE oriental crab apples are certainly among the best of the small trees for-M- small gardens, and even when large numbers are massed in park plantings
and on large estates, they make excellent ornamental trees, both m the spring
and in the fall when they fruit. The native crab apples, on the other hand, al-
though they may be beautiful in flower, do not have colorful fruits, most of them
having merely green fruits that are of no ornamental value. So, it is the oriental

types and their many hybrid varieties that we must look to for br~ght fall color.
New varieties are appearing almost every year, for these trees are easily grown

from seeds and may fruit within five years’ time. The experienced plantsman
knows, however, that such seedlings rarely have the beauty and the outstanding
ornamental characters of some of the currently-named clones. In fact, a new seed-
ling is up against pretty stiff competition to produce flowers and fruits that sur-

pass some of the currently-named modern varieties, since there are approximately
1~?~ species and varieties being offered for sale by American nurserymen, and an
additional 13.i being grown in the arboretums and botanical gardens throughout
the United States and Canada.

A new element is now being looked for in recent crab-apple seedlings, namely,
their ability to bear flowers and fruits annually instead of every other year. There
are some excellent varieties which are dependable in this respect, so that any new
ones introduced from now on, should have this most desirable quality. Among
the best of the crab apples for ornamental fruits (of those with this annual-

bearing quality) are "Arrow," Malus baccatca and several of its varieties, dnwson-
iana, "Dorothea," ,floribunda, "blakamik," purpurea aldenhamensis, purpurea le-
moinei, and ,siebolrli. "Ormiston Roy" and "Red Jade" also appear to have this
desirable trait, but neither has been tried for a sufficient number of ears to prove
this without a doubt. Certainly, some that alternate in one area have been known
to be annual bearers in another area, so that soil and climate may well have a

bearing on this quality, too.



DATES BETWEEN WHICH FRUITS ARE COLORFUL

Most of these dates have been recorded for the plants as they
grow in the Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain, Mass., these dates
will naturally vary from year to year, and vary in different loca-
tions, but the chart can be used as an indication of how some varie-
ties may hold their fruits longer than others. A few additional
dates have been supplied by originators of new varieties.
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Dlany a plantsman professes to be little interested in this annual bearing charac-
teristic, especially if he likes the form of the tree or the color and size of its flow-
ers. However, since there are so many varieties being grown today, I feel certain
that new introductions must have this annual-bearing habit to merit attention
today, in this highly competitive field.
The crab apple varieties on the enclosed table are listed according to the length

of time their fruits remain colorful. This may easily vary from year to year, de-

pending on whether the season is "early" or "Iate." The same is true of the
blooming times of the flowers. The length of time they remain effectively colored
on the tree may vary somewhat also, depending on the kind of weather during
that period. Consequently, the records should be taken merely as an indication
of what can be expected in a normal season. It has been pro~ed time and time

again that varieties like "Bob White" and M. xu~ni calocarpa will retain their fruit
much longer than most of the other varieties. This table was originally prepared
for and published in "Crab Apples for America," published by the American
Association of Botanical Gardens and Arboretums in September 1955.

DONALD W YMAN

A REMINDER OF FALL CLASSES AT THE ARBORETUM

Four classes will be offered this fall in the continuing educational program at

the Arnold Arboretum. All classes are informal and are open to anyone interested

in plants and gardening. Full particulars may be obtained by writing to Dr.

Carroll E. Wood, Jr., Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain 30, Massachusetts.

Botany in Boston

(Instructor: Dr. Richard A. Howard) Starting Wednesday, October 17

Fall Field Class in Ornamental Plants

(Instructor: Dr. Donald Wyman) Starting Friday, September 28

. Plant Propagation I ’°

(Instructor: Mr. Roger Coggeshall) Starting Wednesday, October 3

Principles and Practice in Plant Identification I

(Instructor: Dr. Carroll E. Wood, Jr.) Starting Tuesday, October 2


