
Arnoldia Reviews

The Arboriculturist’s Companion. N. D. G. James. Oxford, Eng.:
Basil Blackwell. 1972. 237 pages, illustrated. 3.15 net.

The author has used an outline style to cover the broad field
of arboriculture from the selection of the proper tree through
the legal responsibilities and regulations. In some instances

detail and reasons for his recommendations are not as com-

plete as might be desired, especially by one not already con-
versant with the practices.
Any reader not in Great Britain will need to interpret some

of the terms and must realize differences in legal regulations
and responsibilities. Two forms which had me guessing the
first time or two I read them were hessian (we call it burlap)
and secateurs (we call them hand pruning shears).
A "companion" to the arboriculturalist to remind him of all

the phases of tree culture.
R. G. W.

The White Flower Farm Garden Book. Amos Pettingill. New
York: Alfred A. Knopf. 1971. 365 pages, 215 line drawings,
36 half-tones, one map. $10.00.

Most gardeners are familiar with the nursery catalog called
"The Garden Book" if for no other reason than that it costs

$2.50. It is published by the White Flower Farm of Litchfield,
Connecticut and has been described as a "notoriously truth-

speaking catalog ... with useful, bluntly informative advice."
The author of the White Flower Farm Garden Book claims that
it is not just this catalog put between hard covers. The pub-
lisher claims there is a "wealth of new information and new
illustrations" in the book. Among the new things the author
has contributed are a "lively account of his gardening life and
philosophy". However, it appears that almost all of the catalog
is included in the book with minor changes. The catalog, for
example, says Allium giganteum flowers last three weeks in
water when cut. The book is more conservative; it says they
last only two.

Included in the book are 215 excellent pen and ink drawings
of Nils Hogner which add greatly to the usefulness of the book.
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The 36 half-tones include seven pictures of the author; five with
a pipe in his mouth and two without.

As almost everyone has known for some time, the whimsical
name Amos Pettingill is the pseudonym of William B. Harris,
the owner of White Flower Farm and now the author of this

book. There is no questioning the fact that the catalog is a

mine of tartly presented and especially helpful advice to the

gardener. It will be up to the buyer to decide whether or not
the additional material supplied by the author and the hard
cover are worth the difference of $7.50.

G. H. P.

Diseases of the Cultivated Plants of the Southwest. Rubert Burley
Streets, Sr. Tucson: University of Arizona Press. 1969. 390

pages, illustrated. $9.50.
Each section of the country has its own particular disease

problems, but a group of diseases remain that are found

throughout the country. It is on this basis that this book is

noticed here. The descriptions of the diseases are clear and,
most important, the black and white photographs generally
seem to show that which they were intended to illustrate. The
book is well produced and seems well worth the modest price.

G. P. DEW.

Plant and Soil Water Relationships: A Modern Synthesis. Paul

J. Kramer. New York: McGraw-Hill. 1969. 482 pages, with
illustrations and diagrams. $16.00.
The college textbook type of literary production is not gen-

erally a very easy kind of book to digest. The ponderous style
is more conducive to sleep than to appreciation. However, the
book under notice is important for anyone concerned with the
problems of tree growth; in particular, tree growth in cities.
The parameters imposed by soil conditions are among the most
important limitations a tree has to face. This book is a useful

synthesis by the acknowledged authority on plant-water rela-
tionships.

G. P. DEW.

Topiary and Ornamental Hedges. Miles Hadfield. New York: St.
Martin’s Press. 1971. 100 pages, illustrated. $12.50.

Either you like topiary or you don’t; I’ve never met anyone
who was lukewarm on the subject. If you do like topiary, you
also will like this book. Miles Hadfield sets his history of these
"elaborate artificialities" in the social and intellectual context
of the times which produced them and makes topiary an ex-
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pression of its age rather than a pruner’s whimsy. The history
takes up half of the book’s 100 pages.
The rest of the book is devoted to the practical facets of the

art with thirty pages running from Acer to Tsuga detailing how
each species can be used as hedge or ornament. Just in case

you have been wondering what to do with that overgrown Taxus
at the corner of your house, there is a neat cake stand with
handle pictured opposite page forty-nine that should solve your
problem.

D. M. V.

Native Trees of Canada. 7th edition. R. C. Hosie. Ottawa:

Queen’s Printer for Canada. 1969. 380 pages, illustrated. $5.00.
This very fine book should prove useful to anyone interested

in identifying trees, both in Canada and the northern areas of
the United States. For each species there is a distribution map
(only the Canadian range, however); a habit drawing; excel-
lent black-and-white photographs of various features such as
leaves, flowers, fruits, buds, bark, and habit; and a concise,
non-technical description. The appendices include a section

explaining the Latin names of the trees, a list of references on
trees, and a very novel key in chart form. Many people are
intimidated by keys simply because they find them hard to

follow without previous instruction. Since this key is presented
graphically, the mechanics of using it should be obvious to

anyone.
R. E. W.


