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The 36 half-tones include seven pictures of the author; five with
a pipe in his mouth and two without.

As almost everyone has known for some time, the whimsical
name Amos Pettingill is the pseudonym of William B. Harris,
the owner of White Flower Farm and now the author of this
book. There is no questioning the fact that the catalog is a
mine of tartly presented and especially helpful advice to the
gardener. It will be up to the buyer to decide whether or not
the additional material supplied by the author and the hard
cover are worth the difference of $7.50.

G. H. P.

Diseases of the Cultivated Plants of the Southwest. Rubert Burley
Streets, Sr. Tucson: University of Arizona Press. 1969. 390
pages, illustrated. $9.50.

Each section of the country has its own particular disease
problems, but a group of diseases remain that are found
throughout the country. It is on this basis that this book is
noticed here. The descriptions of the diseases are clear and,
most important, the black and white photographs generally
seem to show that which they were intended to illustrate. The
book is well produced and seems well worth the modest price.

G. P. DEW,

Plant and Soil Water Relationships: A Modern Synthesis. Paul
J. Kramer. New York: McGraw-Hill. 1969. 482 pages, with
illustrations and diagrams. $16.00.

The college textbook type of literary production is not gen-
erally a very easy kind of book to digest. The ponderous style
is more conducive to sleep than to appreciation. However, the
book under notice is important for anyone concerned with the
problems of tree growth; in particular, tree growth in cities.
The parameters imposed by soil conditions are among the most
important limitations a tree has to face. This book is a useful
synthesis by the acknowledged authority on plant-water rela-
tionships.

G. P. DEW.

Topiary and Ornamental Hedges. Miles Hadfield. New York: St.
Martin’s Press. 1971. 100 pages, illustrated. $12.50.

Either you like topiary or you don’t; I've never met anyone
who was lukewarm on the subject. If you do like topiary, you
also will like this book. Miles Hadfield sets his history of these
“elaborate artificialities” in the social and intellectual context
of the times which produced them and makes topiary an ex-
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pression of its age rather than a pruner’s whimsy. The history
takes up half of the book’s 100 pages.

The rest of the book is devoted to the practical facets of the
art with thirty pages running from Acer to Tsuga detailing how
each species can be used as hedge or ornament. Just in case
you have been wondering what to do with that overgrown Taxus
at the corner of your house, there is a neat cake stand with
handle pictured opposite page forty-nine that should solve your

problem.
D. M. V.

Native Trees of Canada. 7th edition. R. C. Hosie. Ottawa:
Queen’s Printer for Canada. 1969. 380 pages, illustrated. $5.00.

This very fine book should prove useful to anyone interested
in identifying trees, both in Canada and the northern areas of
the United States. For each species there is a distribution map
(only the Canadian range, however); a habit drawing; excel-
lent black-and-white photographs of various features such as
leaves, flowers, fruits, buds, bark, and habit; and a concise,
non-technical description. The appendices include a section
explaining the Latin names of the trees, a list of references on
trees, and a very novel key in chart form. Many people are
intimidated by keys simply because they find them hard to
follow without previous instruction. Since this key is presented
graphically, the mechanics of using it should be obvious to

anyone.
R.E. W.



