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Albert W. Bussewitz, 1912-1995
Jim

Gorman

rarelya man’s love for nature
becomesa rulzng przncrple wrth bzm,
lzkea youth’s affection for a maiden,
but more endurrng.z All nature u my
brzde.
Henry Davrd Thoreau‘
April 23, 18577
How

-

Educator, naturalist, photographer, Albert W. Bussewitz, or

"Buzzy," as he preferred, died this
past August 8 of heart failure. The
Arboretum’s staff, volunteers,
friends, and visitors will sorely
miss his special warmth and quality of character as well as the encyclopedic knowledge of the natural
world that he so readily shared
with all. For the past seventeen
years, Buzzy made the Arboretum
his primary outdoor studio and
classroom, developing

many deep
He
had
been
a sanctufriendships.
director
and
educator
for the
ary
Massachusetts Audubon Society

for twenty-seven years before, as
he used to say, he was "granted an
honorable dismissal, having qualified chronologically."
In 1978 he and his wife, Flora
Quirin, moved to Jamaica Plainduring the infamous February
blizzard-and he "was recycled
instead of retired." As the
Arboretum’s preeminent docent,
Buzzy enthralled thousands of
visitors as well as staff on his
walks, which encompassed not
Just botany but the total natural
environment. "Being a teacher,"
he said, "you share with others the
opportunity to see what you’re

looking at-the petals of a plant,
the plume of a bird-how one
form relates

ralist, I try

to

to

another. As

a natu-

keep the doors open

show how one form of life conall others, as in a spider’s
web, where in touching one strand
you touch the whole."
Buzzy loved words nearly as
much as nature; he was our resident
lexicologist. How he delighted in
creating phrases with unexpected
words. Richard Warren, longtime
friend of both the Arboretum and
Buzzy, observed, "He had a store
of words and phrases that, while
grammatical, were not usual. They
could worry the listener in that an
involved sentence might seem to
have no ending, but he always
crashed through with the most
dramatic and grammatic word to
save the day."
Born on a 160-acre farm m
Juneau, Wisconsin, Buzzy’s formative years exposed him to agriculture and the out-of-doors. He
later would recall that he learned
the songs of bobolinks, redwing
blackbirds, and meadowlarks
while walking the purebred Holsteins back home down a long
country lane. "These walks also
exposed me to the landscape," he
said in a 1985Harvard Gazette
interview. "I remember a limestone quarry where salamanders
lived under the rocks and where in
spring I first got acquainted with
the frogs and their sounds. I was,
I suppose, the only one in Juneau
with the audacity or maybe the
to

nects to

A gathering in remembrance
of Buzzy will be held Sunday,
October 8, at 1 pm at the
Hunnewell Building.
to forage through the
landscape with a butterfly net."
He graduated from Northwestern College in nearby Watertown,
then entered Lutheran theological
training, where he learned Greek

courage

and Latin. Later he would attend
the University of Wisconsin,

studying biology, entomology,
and other natural history. His professor of wildhfe management was
Aldo Leopold, author of A Sand
County Almanac and a founder of
the Wilderness Society.
Soon after school, he came east,
settling in Rochester, New York.
A first job in the flonst business
was followed by work in the testing lab of Bausch and Lomb’s precision optics department. It was m
Rochester that his avocational
affiliation with several natural history organizations began; he was a
founder of the Genesee Ornithological Society and served as editor
of their journal, Goshawk. He and

Flora would stay nine years in
Rochester, and it was there that
their three children, Robert, Betty
Ann, and Barry, were born.
In 1949 he took the position
of director of the Massachusetts
Audubon Sonety’s Moose Hill
Sanctuary in Sharon, the oldest
sanctuary within the oldest
Audubon Society in the United
States. Responsible for outdoor
and classroom education and, in
summer, for nature camps, he
influenced scores of individuals in
their decisions to pursue careers
with an environmental focus.
Later, when Stony Brook Sanctuary opened in Norfolk, he was
asked to assume responsibility
there. In 1966 he moved to
Audubon’s Rocky Knoll Nature
Center in Milton and worked as
natural history lecturer for sixth
graders in many communities
south of Boston. At his retirement
Massachusetts Audubon Society’s
Allen Morgan praised him as
"one of the true pioneers in environmental education."

Always photographing, Buzzy’s
was panoptic, taking in all
parts of plants. Many of us were
particularly struck by his skillful
use of light, which revealed the
translucency of fruits or the softvision

of tomentose leaves. His
exquisite photography was often
seen on the covers and pages of
this and other publications. He

Of all the myriad programs,
walks, and lectures Buzzy developed throughout his life, perhaps
the most notable was "Through
the Seasons with Thoreau." Combining excerpts from theJournalr
with his own interpretive images,
this remarkable performance was
Buzzy’s magnum opus. First presented at Concord’s Thoreau
Lyceum in 1971, his "synergistic
message," as he called it, was continually revised. "Doesn’t have to
be finished," he would say. "I keep
it as an ongoing effort."
At the time of his death, he
was returning from CarletonWillard Village m Bedford, where
he had presented "Through the
Seasons with Thoreau." Flora, his
beloved wife of fifty-five years,
was at his side. One of the
excerpts from Thoreau’s journal
for September 7, 1851, that he
recited to that audience pertained
to Buzzy as well:
ence.

"

How to

longtime member, officer,

and judge of the Boston Camera
Club and its Nature Group. In
1980 he was named a Master
Member of the New England
Camera Club Council.
A member and past president
of the Thoreau Society, Buzzy had
carefully studied all of Thoreau’s
wntings, especially the fourteen
volumes of the Journals, and would
often easily recite a passage to accentuate a moment with an audi-

Buzzy,

we

humble, poetic
teacher who

man, a special
inspired us all.

Pamela Thompson
Appointed Adult
Education
Coordinatorr
On August 1, Pam Thompson,
former course registrar, took over
as the new coordinator of Arboretum adult education. Over the
past four years Pam has spoken
with many of you over the phone
as she has been responsible for

honey from

the flower of the world, that sr my
everyday business. I am as busy as a
bee about rt; I ramble over all the
fields on that errand and am never
ro happy at when I feel myself heavy
wath honey and wax. I am lake a bee
.rearchzng the lifelong day for the
sweets

ness

was a

extract u.r

know that because

we knew
have seen much that
we would otherwise have missed.
We join the multitudes who are
indebted to this noble, yet

us

of nature.

To recall his tours and walks
the Arboretum is to remember
fine performance art. We can
think of no one who presented
botanical information so colorfully
and eloquently, interwoven with
poetry, prose, and art as well as
science. He was inspired and he
inspired those with whom he
came in contact, casual visitor or
expert plantsperson. Often at the
end of his tours he would remind
you that it would take another
lifetime or two to see the Arnold
Arboretum, and even then you
might miss something. Many of
at

overseeing

course

registrations

and many other aspects of the program. Prior to her work for the
Arboretum, she served as Director
of Administration for the Center
for Plant Conservation.
Pam has a particular interest
in creating programs that further
utilize the living collections and
that provide learning activities for
families. She invites your sugges-

_

and comments as she plans
for 1996 (617/524-17188
x 162). When not aranging classes
at the Arboretum, Pam enjoys
caring for her own garden as
tions

courses

well as spending time with her
six-month-old daughter, Ailsa

Jeffnes.
We also wish to send our congratulations to former program

manager Marcia Mitchell, who has
just entered a degree program at
Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government. Marcia’s dedication and
good humor will be sorely missed.

AA/NPS Forum
The Arboretum as a partner in the Olmsted Center
for Landscape Preservation held a Forum on Vegetation Management for Historic Sites on August 3. An
audience of over eighty maintenance managers, field
personnel, and landscape preservation professionals
attended. Topics included the application of principles of preservation to vegetation management, the
management of mature specimen plants, and woody
plant succession on historic sites.
Speakers included, in the back row, left to right,
Bob Cook of the Arboretum, Charles Birnbaum of
the National Park Service, David Barnett of Mt.
Auburn Cemetery, Richard Harris of the University
of California at Davis, Edward Toth of Prospect Park
in Brooklyn, Phyllis Andersen of the Arboretum;
center row, left to nght, Lauren Meier and Nora
Mitchell of the National Park Service, Lucy Tolmach
of Filoli in Woodside, California; and front row,

left

the Garden ConserDel
Peter
Tredici
of
the
Arboretum, Elizabeth
vancy,
Vizza of the Halvorson Company, Charlie Pepper of
the National Park Service. Missing from the photograph are Glenn Dreyer of the Connecticut College
Arboretum and Stephen McMahon of The Trustees
of Reservations.
to

right, John Fitzpatrick of

Summer Interns of 1995
1995’sfifteen interns come from thirteen different institutions across the U.S. and from
Ireland. From left to right in the outermost
circle are Heather Storlazzi, Emma Ross,
Niamh Page, Landry Lockett, John Creasey,
Benjamin Zaitchik, and Scott Ritchie; inner
circle, Brian Grubb, Crystal Lee, Angela
Ingerle, Tanya Sandberg-Diment, Laura
Brogna, Knsten Kleiman; front center left,
Sonya Del Tredici, nght, Jeremy Fink.
Each summer, the Horticultural Traimng
Program brings students interested in horticulture, botany, or landscape design to the
Arboretum for work and study. Work ranges
from sharpening lawnmower blades and runmng

woody plants, transplanting
living collections.
revolves
around
Study
twice-weekly classes in plant
chippers

to

pruning

trees, and computer-mapping the

identification, pests and diseases, weeds,

pruning,

planting and transplanting, taught by Arboretum
staff. Assistant Superintendent of Grounds Julie

who supervises the program, leavens the
with field trips. This year these included Mt.
Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, Ponkapoag Pond in
Canton, Blithewold Arboretum and Newport estates
in Rhode Island, as well as the rest of the Emerald
Necklace, the Boston park system of which the

Coop,
mix

Arboretum

is a

part.
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Arboretum Hosts
Wood Collectors

Meeting
Chris Strand, Outreach
Horticulturist
On June 24 the Arnold Arboretum hosted a meeting of the New
England Chapter of the International Wood Collectors Society
(IWCS). As the staff member
responsible for coordinating this
meeting I confess I was wary of
their intent. The term "wood collectors," so prominent in the name
of their organization, made me
suspect that they would be asking
questions like "How many board
feet of lumber do you have at the
Arboretum?" I was in for a

pleasant

surprise.
IWCS president Alan Curtis
gave a slide presentation of his expenences at the Fairchild Tropical
Garden, where he and other
volunteers helped clean up in the
aftermath of Hurncane Andrew,
which literally destroyed the
garden. As the garden’s crews
removed logs, Curtis and volunteers from the Wood-Mizer Company sawed them into boards. At a
public sale later in the year they
auctioned off 8,000 board feet of

Chris Strand, second from right, exchanges tree lore with members of the
New England Chapter of the International Wood Collectors Society.
~

lumber and raised $32,000
for the Garden.
After Curtis’ lecture, Jim
Gorman, Tour Coordinator at the
Arboretum, and I led the group
on a walking tour. We were able
to share with them the botanical
and horticultural qualities of the
plants, and they shared with us
the charactenstics of the respective woods. For example, an IWCS
member was able to explain why
the wood of the princess tree
exotic

(Paulownza tomentosa)

~s so

highly

valued in Japan, namely, for its
use in special obi boxes. If the

box is made correctly it will
swell shut from the humidity in
the season when the obi is not
worn and will open in the season
when it is worn. It is this property
that makes the Paulou~nza wood
so dear.
As the meeting continued into
the afternoon with a lecture on the
restoration of a savanna forest in
South Aftica, it had become clear
that the wood collectors were, like
all true aficionados, interested in
many aspects of trees including
their growth, unique qualities,
and conservation.

GCA Visits Boston
The national meeting of the Garden Club of
America, held in Boston this past spring, provided
several opportunities for Arboretum staff and
GCA members to share knowledge about plants,
horticulture, and preservation. Director Bob Cook
spoke on the Arboretum’s collaboration with the
Olmsted Center for Historic Landscape
Preservation, discussing the work of the Center
and recent developments in the rapidly evolving
preservation field. On Mother’s Day, Arboretum
staff hosted a GCA tour group, providing
attendees with an excursion into the living
collections and a plant recently introduced by the
Arboretum, Weigela subsessilis.

4

Arboretum

Open House, Saturday, October 14

Arboretum staff for a special open house welcoming the Friends of the Arnold
Arboretum and the larger Boston community. Scheduled to run from 2:00 to 4:00 pm, the
event will feature tours of the landscape, greenhouse, and Hunnewell Building and offer

Join

opportunities to chat with Director Bob Cook and other staff about Arboretum plans and
programs. Please mark your calendars. We look forward to seeing you this October!

Samuels Parsons, Jr: The Art of Landscape Architecture
Presented by the Frederick Law
Olmsted National Historic Site
and the Arnold Arboretum and

sponsored by Wave Hill, The
Bronx, the exhibition Samuel
Parsons, Jr: The Art of Landscape
Architecture will be on view m the
Arboretum’s Hunnewell Building,
125 Arborway, Jamaica Plain,
from 1 October through 155
December 1995.
Charles A. Birnbaum, curator of
the exhibit and coordinator of the

National Park Service’s Historic
Landscape Initiative, will present a
lecture on the work of Parsons on
Thursday, 26 October, 7:30-8:30.
It is free and open to the public.
For reservations, please call 5241718 x162. Samuel Parsons, Jr.
(1844-1923), worked extensively
in the design of parks for American
cities, helping to define landscape
architecture for the generation that
followed Frederick Law Olmsted.
The son of an accomplished horti-

culturist,

Parsons received his

initial

training at Parsons &#x26; Sons
Company Nursery. Later, Parsons
served as Landscape Architect for
New York City, where his innovative inner-city parks marked a new
direction in American park design.
The exhibit and lecture will trace
the development of Parsons’ career
through his work for New York
City as well as projects for San
Diego, Washington, DC, and
other cities across the country.
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New Staff at the Arboretum
Kirsten Ganshaw, a 1994
intern, has returned to
the Arboretum as a member of the
grounds staff. She is responsible
for the seven-acre Bradley Garden
summer

in water gardens; and crew supervisor m many situations. She holds
a BS in natural resource management and applied ecology from

Cook

College, Rutgers State
University, where she worked as
greenhouse technician in the
Department of Entomology.

Moreover, he is responsible for

planning and developing initiatives in Internet access, a World
Wide Web home page, and visitor
center computer kiosks.
Andrew has worked in information technology for the last
fifteen years in the fields of bio-

technology, library automation,
Andrew Hubble has joined the
Arboretum to serve as curator of
computers. His official title is
Network Systems Manager; as
such he will ensure that our PC
and Macintosh computers are able
to talk to our UNIX and Novell

and academic research. He

is a

graduate of the University of
California at Davis with a BS in
plant science.

of Rosaceous Plants where her
work includes pruning, trans-

planting, weedmg, mulching, updating the plant records in the
computer
interns as

database, and

they

rotate

overseeing
the

through

garden as part of their summer experience. She is presently working
the erosion and weeds
that plague Dawson Pond.
Kit bnngs to her job fifteen

He also

provides

technical

to contain

servers.

years’ experience in landscape gardening. She’s been senior gardener

Arboretum and Hersupport
barium staff in Jamaica Plain
and in Cambridge, especially in
connection with the Asian

at a

public botanic garden;

land-

supervisor
garden; a contractor specializing
scape

on an estate

Have You Finished
The

Spring 1994

to

biodiversity project, community
education programs, and
the living collections database.

science

Reading

of Arnoldra-volume

54 :1 ?

54, number 1: the
with the statuesque Lombardy poplars on the cover-has been
in especially heavy demand. We ran out of copies many months
ago, and still the requests come in. We’re especially concerned
about the missing-issue claims from horticultural and botanical
libraries, where the lack of 54:1 will interrupt complete collections.
If you’ve finished reading 54:1 and have no further need of it,
would you consider returning it to the Arboretum for redistribution ? We’d be very grateful.
one

issue

Deby Pasternak is the newest
addition to the Arboretum’s
Development Office. She has
worked in development at the
Berklee College of Music and at
the Harvard Business School. She
also has experience in environmental education in the photovoltaics
industry and as a volunteer science
teacher on the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater.
Deby helps

to

organize events,

researches funding sources for the
Arboretum’s many environmental
and educational programs, and
provides invaluable support to the
development staff as the Arboretum embarks on its first campaign
since the Charles Sprague Memorial Campaign of 1927. A graduate of Amherst College, Deby is
also a performing and recording
musician.

,

EVENTS

The Arboretum’s Education Department offers a wide variety of courses, programs, and lectures in horticulture, botany, and landscape design. A selection of fall courses is shown here. For a complete catalog of programs and events at the Arboretum, please call 617/524-1718 x 162. Note that fees shown in boldface are for
members of the Arboretum. For information about becoming a member, call 617/524-1718 x 165.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

speaking trips to Boston this fall.

BOT 224 The Mosses of New

friends and students know that early registration is
needed to ensure that they will hear his latest information about newly introduced plants and new cul-

Benito

England

Unzversrty Herbaria
to learn about New England

Tan, Bryologrst,

Harvard

Dr. Benito Tan
mosses m the field and in the laboratory. This
course will focus on moss species that are common
and biologically unique to New England. The class
will visit a site rich in mosses where the instructor
will supervise the limited collection of moss samples
for study in the laboratory. Most class time will be
spent in learning to recognize moss species with a
hand lens and under the microscope. Discussion
will touch only briefly on the horticultural use of
mosses. Equipment needed: 7x or lOx field lens and
a small pocket knife for collecting.

Join

Fee: $85, $100

Wednesdays, September 27, October 4, 11,
18, 25/6:00-8:00 pm (HUH) and 1 Sunday field
trip, October 1 (TBA)
5

HOR 419 The Year-End Garden: Plants for the
Fall and Winter

Gary Koller, Senior Horticulturist, Arnold Arboretum
Learn the palette of plant material, both herbaceous
and woody, that provides interest in the garden as
the year wanes and the weather turns cold. At the
first class meeting, we will discuss the fall possibilities for flowers and foliage color, especially the
plants for late fall. Weather permitting, we will
visit the Case Estates teaching garden, which
peaks in fall.

Fee: $30, $35

2.Wednesdays, October 18, 25/

5 :00-7 :00 pm

(CE)
HOR 450

Looking at Plants with Michael Dirr
Michael Dirr, Professor of Horticulture,
University of Georgia
Dr. Michael Dirr, world authority on woody plants
and author of the standard reference work Manual of
Woody Landscape Plants, will make one of his rare

tivar

Dr. Dirr’s many

availability.

Fee: $15, $188

Friday, October 20/ 7:00-8:30 pm (HB)
NOVEMBER
HOR 246 The Plant Connoisseur: Annuals and
Half-Hardy Perennials
Brean McGowan, Owner, Blue Meadow
Montague Center, MA

Nursery,

Many desirable garden plants

that are perennial in
climates are not used in New England gardens because they cannot survive our winters. Brian
McGowan specializes in growing these plants, and
his talk provides the information necessary to overwinter tender perennials and even some annuals.
His slide presentation introduces some of the hundreds of new annuals and tender perennials now
being grown for the home gardener.
warmer

Fee: $12, $155

Wednesday, November 8/ 7:00-8:30 pm (CE)
WAL 339 Plant Interactions: Vegetation
Dynamics of Southern New England

Wzllzam A. Nterrng, Professor of
College, and Editor, Restoration

Botany, Connecticut
Ecology

Well-known plant ecologist William A. Niering,
author of The Audubon Soceety Field Guede to North
American Wildflower.r, will speak on plant mteractions in upland and wetland regions of southern
New England. Competition among these plants
largely determines their success in different habitats. Knowledge of changing conditions, and how
plants affect each other under these changing conditions, is important to understanding future patterns
of plant growth.

Fee: $8, $10o

Thursday, November 2/ 7:00-8:30 pm (HB)
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