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Arnold Arboretum Weather Station Data - 2003

Average Maximum Temperature

Average Minimum Temperature

Average Temperature
Total Precipitation
Total Snowfall

Warmest Temperature
Coldest Temperature
Date of Last Spring Frost

Date of First Fall Frost

Growing Season

60°

40°

50°

52.59 inches

80.2 inches

99° on June 27 and 28

-6° on February 14
32° on May 18

29° on October 20

163 days .

Note: Accordmg to state climatologist R. Lautzenheiser, 2003 was quite sunny although colder than normal
with above-normal levels of precipitation. The temperature averaged 50.2 degrees Fahrenheit for the year, 1.4
degrees below normal. This was 2.7 degrees colder then 2002 and the coldest year since 1992. The total precipita-
tion of 52.59 mches was 9.76 inches above normal, which is 42.53 mches a year. Our snowfall total of 80.2 mches
was 38.2 inches more than the past average of 42 mches. The snowiest month was February with a record-breaking
storm that came on the 17th and 18th and dropped 27.6 mches. The coldest month was January when the state
recorded 308 hours of continuous temperatures below freezing. Nonetheless, the growing season at the Arnold
Arboretum was a very good one. Cooler summer temperatures and consistent levels of precipitation allowed the
plants to put on above-average amounts of new growth.


