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it “the bionic plant.”) Frost or freeze
damage to soft tip growth is easily
differentiated from the symptoms of
redfire fungus. Redfire usually pro-
gresses from older to younger tis-
sue along a branch and up the tree.
Insects are seldom a problem. Since
bagworms, which plague Leyland
Cypress in some areas, are not nor-
mally a pest of Cryptomeria, the full-
size forms of Japanese cedar make
an excellent alternative to Leyland
cypress.

Almost all forms of Japanese cedar
can be propagated easily from cut-
tings, which are best taken from
November through February but will
root at almost any time of year if
mature, hardened wood is available.
Full-size cultivars like ‘Yoshino’ will
usually root even if no visible mature
wood is available (albeit more slow-
ly), but avoid cutting during active
flushes of growth. Wound cuttings
minimally and treat them with mod-
erate concentration of rooting hor-
mones and place them under mist. {In
winter, bottom heat can help.) As one
might expect in a hydrophilic plant, it
roots faster at higher mist frequencies
than those used for other conifers.

The cultivar ‘Yoshino’ is a full-
sized form that will reach 50 feet
quite rapidly and retain a uniform,
informally pyramidal habit with the
type species’ cloudlike silhouette. It is the most
reliably cold-hardy cultivar and the best choice
for zone 6 gardens. A beauty as a specimen, in
numbers it will also rapidly make a handsome
screen. ‘Yoshino’ has been used to create a lush
background to the waterfall and mountain paths
of Tenshin-en, the Japanese garden at Boston’s
Museum of Fine Arts.
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