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Beach plum on Cape Cod, Massachusetts.

in shape and range from about 1.5 to 2.5 inches
in length and half that in width. In early spring,
before the leaf buds unfold, clusters of snowy-
white blooms emerge to cover the crown of the
shrub, creating a frothy splash in the otherwise
gray landscape. The individual flowers, only
about one-quarter to three-quarters of an inch
in diameter, take on a pink hue before dropping
off to be replaced by the emerging leaves. The
round fruits ripen to a bright red in late August
or early September.

‘Ocean View’ seedlings should be planted at
a depth of approximately two inches above the
root collar on stable sand dunes and no deeper
than the root collar on inland soils. Fertiliza-
tion helps with good establishment and vigorous
plant growth. Recommended spacing of plants
varies with intended use: to provide a dense bar-
rier of protective vegetation, seedlings should
be placed about four to six feet apart, and when
used inland for residential areas or wildlife plots,
about six to eight feet apart.

The availability of this new cultivar gives
gardeners in the Northeast an opportunity to
enjoy a bit of native beach vegetation in their
backyards without adding to their list of mainte-
nance tasks. And if you don't care to use the fruit
yourself for jelly, wildlife will appreciate it.
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For information on beach plum fruit crop development
please visit our website: www.beachplum.
cornell.edu See also Arnoldia 62 4, “Taming
the Wild Beach Plum” by R. H. Uva.

Dr. Uva and Professor Whitlow have collaborated on the
development of beach plum as a fruat crop for several
years at Cornell University.



