


12 Prunus maacki

Two snow-covered specimens of Prunus maackn in the Arnold Arboretum Photograph by Albert W, Bussewitz. From

the Archives of the Arnold Arboretum.

Garden. These trees are descendants of seeds
collected by the Russian botanist B. V.
Skvortzov from a forest east of Harbin, Man-
churia, on September 19, 1939. Skvortzov
sent the seed to the United States Plant Intro-
duction Station at Glenn Dale, Maryland, in
January 1940, where they were assigned
Plant Introduction Number 135617 and
planted. In 1961, scion material from the
Plant Introduction Station trees was sent to
the Arnold Arboretum, where it was grafted
onto Prunus serrulata rootstalk and given
Accession Number 388-61. Vegetative cut-
tings from these grafted trees yielded the
trees we have today. Because of their distinc-
tive glossy bark, which can be viewed year
round, they are among the most commented-
upon trees in the Arboretum.

The Arboretum’s records indicate that
Prunus maackii can be propagated by seeds,
cuttings, and grafts. (See Alfred |]. Fordham’s
detailed article on the propagation of Prunus
maackii below.) Perhaps the easiest method
of propagation for the general gardener would
be to take semi-hardwood stem cuttings in
mid-July and to treat them with an 0.8 per-
cent indolebutyric acid dip or with an equally
strong powder. Placed in a rooting medium

of equal parts of sand and perlite, and kept in
the humid atmosphere of a mist bench or
enclosed in a plastic bag, the cuttings should
have roots within ten to twelve weeks.

Seedlings should be kept cool until they
are planted outdoors, preferably in mid-May.
They should be planted in sites with mod-
erate to full sun, in well drained soil. Young
trees should be staked for the first two or
three years so that their shallow roots can
become firmly established.

Pruning and controlling insects and dis-
eases should be easy with the Amur choke-
cherry. During the early years, structural
pruning performed in late winter corrects the
tree’s naturally small branching angles and
improves its overall shape. Proper care and
maintenance keep insect and disease prob-
lems to a minimum,
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