


Since The Butterfly Garden is intended for
use by gardeners throughout continental
North America, much of the region-specific
information has to be extracted from the text
and appendixes; but the information is there.
I found the author’s familiarity with Califor-
nian butterflies and plants helpful in illus-
trating several points, though the specifics
were not always germane to butterfly gar-
dening in New England. Chapters on but-
terfly biology, the rearing of butterflies, and
conservation round the book out. If you are
thinking about attracting butterflies to your
garden, start with this book and then use
your imagination.

Compulsive butterfly gardeners {mea culpa)
will pay the small ransom needed to pur-
chase Butterflies East of the Great Plains,
whereas others may prefer to wine and dine
their local librarians until the book is pur-
chased. Butterflies East of the Great Plains
is a stunning tour de force and is destined to
be the classic reference for decades to come.
Every species of butterfly known to occur or
to stray into the eastern United States is pre-
sented. (Canada is excluded.}] The text is
accented by 324 color photographs of the but-
terflies in nature. For every butterfly species,
the etymology of the Latin name, the geo-
graphic range (usually shown through
exquisite maps), the habitat, the life history,
and the adult and larval food plants are pre-
sented and discussed. The last subjects are a
gold mine for butterfly gardeners. Enjoyable
hours can be spent scanning the maps for
your home area and then reading the text to
find out what plants you will need to attract
the flying lovelies. If the illustrations make
you realize that you simply cannot live
without pipe vine swallowtails gracing your
yard, the text will inform you that you must
have Aristolochia in the garden, while the
range maps tell you whether the species lives
in your area. If the plant material is some-
times unfamiliar to you (both Latin and
common names are provided), use any good
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garden dictionary to find out about the
plants.

Butterflies East of the Great Plains is the
only tome I know of that provides the essen-
tial information on the butterfhes of a given
area, listing their critical food and nectar
plants. If I have any qualms about recom-
mending this book to the reader, it is that the
binding may not be up to the long-term use
the book will receive.

All three of the titles reviewed here will be
available for inspection at the “Sky Gar-
dening” symposium scheduled for May 31st.
Among the attractions of the symposium
will be an annotated list of the butterflies
native to eastern Massachusetts and their
larvae’s food plants. The complete program
for the symposium 1s given on page 48.

David C. Michener, a research taxonomast at the Arnold
Arboretum, 1s responsible for the Living Collections
Venfication Project. Before coming to the Arboretum he
was a graduate student 1n botany at the Rancho Santa
Ana Botanic Garden in Claremont, California. He has
long been interested 1n gardening for birds and butter-
flies. On May 31st, he will speak at “Sky Gardening: A
Symposium on Butterflies, Birds, and the Horticultural
Habatat.” For details about the symposium, see the cur-
rent 1ssue of Arnoldia’s “New England Horticultural
Calendar.”

From The Butterfly Garden.



